Creating a Two Page Web Site with HTML

The Basics

· HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) is the programming language used to create web pages

· HTML uses tags to define how a web page will look and how a web browser displays a web page.

· Most HTML tags have an open and close tags, the open tag general looks like <tag> while the close tag looks like </tag>. In other words, the close tag is the same as the open tag, it is just preceded by a /.

· Tags can be written in upper or lower case.

· Use a plain text editor such as SimpleText (Macintosh) or Notepad (Windows) to make your pages in HTML.

Using this Guide

· Throughout this exercise, type the text in bold exactly as show

· Replace the text in italics with your own text

· Just read the bulleted text and the text in parentheses

Beginnings
Every web page starts with the same three basic tags, <html>, <head>, and <title>. 
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They tell a web browser that what follows is a web page and create a Title for the page that appears in the title bar. 

Start your pages with the following tags:

· [image: image3.png]|<body>
|<hi><p align=center>
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[</body></htm1>



<HTML> (tells the web browser this is a web page)

· <HEAD> (can contain extra information if you have fancy stuff in your page)

· <TITLE> Type the Title of your Page Here </TITLE></HEAD>

· Your document should look similar to this graphic.
The Body Tag and Ending your Pages

The body tag tells the web browser that what follows is to appear in the actual body of the web page, what you see when you open a page in a browser.

We’re going to type the open tag for the body, then type the body and html close tags, to make sure our pages end properly.
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· <BODY>
· Now hit return several times to give you several blank lines and type the following close tags:

· </body</html>

· Then make sure that from now on you type everything between the open and close body tags (between <body> and </body>)

Working with Text

This section will cover several common tags used to create text of different sizes and element. We will also cover how to create breaks between blocks of text.

First, we’re going to create a big, centered headline for your page.

· <p align=CENTER> (center aligns text; <p align=right> right aligns text, <p align=left> left aligns text if it isn’t already.)
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· <H1> Type the headline of your page here, it will be big </h1></p>

· Now if you start typing, your text will appear in normal paragraph form, left aligned. 

· You can use <br>  to create a line break without an extra blank line.

· <p>  (creates a paragraph break to give you a blank line before your new line starts)

· Use <h1> to <h6> to make your text bold and of different sizes; <h1> is the largest, <h6> is the smallest.

Saving and Previewing Your Page
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You have enough now to save and preview your page. 

· Save your page normally, but you must follow these rules:

· No spaces in the names of your files

· Use only letters and numbers, and keep names short

· Save all your files together in a separate folder
· You file names have to end in .htm (in the example here, index.htm)
· To preview your page, open your web browser, and go to Open from the File menu.

· Click the Browse… button, navigate to your page and open it. 

· Alternatively, you can double-click on your page in your web site folder and it should open in Internet Explorer. 
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If it doesn’t, you haven’t saved your page with a .htm or .html extension.

· When you look at your page in its folder, it should have the Internet Explorer icon if it has been saved correctly

· If things don’t look right when you preview your page, you’ve made a mistake in your HTML. You need to go back to your file and look for your error.
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Once you’ve corrected any mistakes, save your page again and preview it again to make sure it’s ok. If you’ve left the browser open, you need to hit the Refresh button to see any changes.

· This is how the Notepad document above looks previewed in Internet Explorer.

Adding Links

· The <a href> tag is used to create links. The close tag is </a>.
· There are two main types of links:

· External – to sites on the web outside of your web site

· Internal – to other pages within your web site

· We will look at examples of both

· External links need the <a href> tag followed by the entire URL of the destination page

· The following will create an external link to the main SDSU-IVC site.

· Click here to go to <A HREF="http://www.ivcampus.sdsu.edu"> The IV Campus Home Page</A>
· Text between the <A HREF> and </A> tags will be highlighted and underlined like normal links. In the example above, that is The IV Campus Home Page.

· Internal links use the same <a href> tag, but are easier to write.

· To create an internal link, you first need to have a second page to link to.

· The following tag assumes you have followed the instructions below to create, save, and name your second page.
· Go to <A HREF="page2.htm"> Page 2</A>
· [image: image9.png]My Headline
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Again in this example the text Page 2 is what will be underlined and highlighted as the link text. 

Adding an Image

· Hopefully we’ve already discussed downloading a graphic and saving it in your web site folder. You should already have a graphic there and know its title before you start these next steps.

· The following tag places an image in your web page at the insertion point.

· We will look at two examples, one a .gif image and one a .jpg.

· The first image will be called image1.gif

· The second image will be called image2.jpg

· You will need to change the names to reflect the name and type (.gif or .jpg) of your images

<IMG SRC="image1.gif">
<img src=”image2.jpg”>

Important Note: if images are kept in a different folder from the web page, a path name to the image must be typed. Example: <IMG SRC="images/image1.gif">, where images is the name of the folder where the graphic image1.gif is kept. It is a good idea to keep these images in a folder inside the folder where your web pages are. Moving images after linking them from a specific location will result in the link being lost.

Create a New Page

· To create a new page, just create a new Notepad document; be aware that Notepad will close your first page when you go to File and select New to create your second page.

· In Notepad, go to the File menu and select New
· In your new blank page, type the following to create a basic page with the title in the title bar and a little text.

<html><head><title>Page 2</title></head>

<body><h3>This is page two</h3></body>

</html>

· Save this page with the name page2.htm

· The link you typed above to page 2 should now work.

· Save your page, and preview it to make sure the link works.

· Now link page 2 back to your first page.
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